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Committee Recommends 
Several Amendments To 
Defense Education Act 


After a thorough discussion of numerous provisions 
of the National Defense Education Act in the light 
of effects foreseen in actual administration, the 


Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher Edu- 
cation to the Federal Government at its meeting on December 16, 1958, recommended four 


amendments. The Committee was satisfied that several other problems which might have 
arisen under certain interpretations of other portions of the Act have been satisfactorily 


solved by administrative action in the U. S. Office of Education. Following are the recom- 
mended amendments: 


Title II establishes a program of loans to undergraduate and graduate students in 
| institutions of higher education. Section 205 (b) (3) provides that "not to exceed 50 
per centum of any such loan (plus interest) shall be canceled for service as a full-time 
teacher in a public elementary or secondary school in a State, at the rate of 10 per 
icentum of the amount of such loan plus interest thereon, which was unpaid on the first 
| day of such service, for each complete academic year of such service." 
;recommended that this "forgiveness feature" 


The Committee 
should be extended to teachers in private 


jelementary and secondary schools, and to teachers in both public and private institutions 
higher learning. 


| Title IV establishes a system of National Defense Fellowships awarded by selected 
icolleges and universities on the basis of approved graduate programs. Section 403 (a) 

| provides that the Commissioner of Education shall approve such a graduate program only 
jupon his finding "(1) that such program is a new program or an existing program which 
jhas been expanded, (2) that such new program or expansion of an existing program will 
|substantially further the objective of increasing the facilities available in the Nation 


ifor the graduate training of college or university level teachers. . ." This portion of 
ithe act has been interpreted by the U. S. Office of Education to mean that a program may 


ibe considered as “expanded" only if the teaching staff is increased or physical facilities 
are augmented, or both. A number of graduate schools have protested that under this in- 
jterpretation, they are unable to fill unused capacity before increasing their capacity. 
The Committee recommended that this section of the act be amended to provide that in insti- 
yeutions awarding the Ph.D. degree, a program involving an increased number of graduate 
students may be approved without necessary additions to teaching personnel or augmentation 
of physical facilities. 
: Title V provides in Part B for counseling and guidance training institutes. Section 
pil states that "each individual, engaged, or preparing to engage, in counseling and 
pcan in a public secondary school, who attends an institute operated under the pro- 
isions of this part shall be eligible (after application therefor) to receive a stipend..." 
The Committee voted that such stipends should be made available on the same basis to 
persons engaged, or preparing to engage, in counseling and garSenoe in a private nonprofit 


Becondary school. 


| 


One of the miscellaneous provisions in Title X is Section 1001 (f) which reads as 

Ollows: "No part of any funds appropriated or otherwise made available for expenditure 
der authority of this Act shall be used to make payments or loans to any individual 
less such individual (1) has executed and filed with the Commissioner an affidavit 

hat he does not believe in, and is not a member of and does not support any organization 


that believes in or teaches, the overthrow of the United States Government by 
force or violence or by any illegal or unconstitutional methods, and (2) has taken 
and subscribed to an oath or affirmation in the following form: 'I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United States 
of America and will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United 
States against all its enemies, foreign and domestic.'" The Committee voted to 
support the elimination of Section 1001 (f) (1), the so-called "disclaimer oath." 
The Committee also voted to study the entire question of loyalty oath requirements 
in Federally supported programs, with the purpose of drafting an appropriate 
resolution. 

In the course of the discussion, fears were voiced that efforts might be made 
to curtail the appropriation of funds needed to make the various programs under 


the National Defense Education Act fully effective. The Committee voted to support} 


a full appropriation for the act for the remainder of fiscal 1959 and for fiscal 
1960. 


Expansion Urged of At a time when final conferences were being held on 
Federal Loans For President Eisenhower's Budget Message, President Arthur 
College Buildings S. Adams of the Council addressed letters to several 


high officials of the Administration making specific 
recommendations concerning the College Housing Loan Program and a proposed loan 
program for academic buildings. The letters, dated December 12, 1958, went to 
Arthur S. Flemming, Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare; Maurice H. Stans, 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget; Albert M. Cole, Administrator, Housing and 


Housing Finance Agency; and Lawrence G. Derthick, U. S. Commissioner of Education. 
The text follows: 


The American Council on Education as you know has a vital and continuing 
interest in helping the colleges and universities to obtain the facilities neces- 
sary for themto meet their growing responsibilities to the nation. I write at 
this time, therefore, when you and other heads of our government are making 
budgetary decisions of the greatest importance that will surely have bearing on 
the determination of this issue, to ask your interest and most careful considera- 
tion. 

You are familiar, of course, with the Council's long support of the College 
Housing Loan Program under which dormitories and related facilities worth almost 
a billion dollars have been financed on college campuses without cost to the 
government, but with service to the young men and women of America that is almost 
beyond measure. As we seet it, our problem here at this time is two fold: 

1. Since no funds were made available for this program by the Congress in 
1958, a supplementary appropriation is a critical need and should be met as early 
as possible in January by the 86th Congress. The $200 million which has been sug- 
gested by the President seems to the Council an absolute minimum to serve until 
June 30, 1959. 

2. The Council recommended $300 million for College Housing in fiscal 199, 
and considers this amount a minimum tentative recommendation for fiscal 1960. 
Thus, the Council finds that for the period June 30, 1958 to June 30, 1960, a 
total of $500 million is the rock-bottom need of higher education for housing in 
this critical time. 

In addition to housing, the need for classrooms, libraries and laboratories 
is, as you know, recognized everywhere. This area of recognition includes the 
Congress itself, where the House Committee on Banking and Currency in 1958 
approved an authorization of $250 million for this purpose, and the Senate, in 


| 
| 


a," 
ATIONAL AFFAIRS 


4 
q 


fact, passed a bill including an authorization of $125 million for these facilities. 

2 The American Council has recommended $250 million as the amount needed for a minimum 

~ § start on this program patterned closely after the tried and successful College 

3 Housing Loan Program. We strongly recommend these loans for classroom facilities 
as essential to the needs of the colleges and universities, a recommendation sup- 
ported by other independent agencies, such as the President's Committee on Edu- 

" cation Beyond the High School, and the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

s We are well aware that many good causes are pressing for your attention at 

| this time, but we submit that these programs to which you attention is invited 
here, providing loans, not grants, for housing and facilities to serve higher 

in education, are an investment in the future of our country that can hardly be sur- 


passed. 
ort 
° The recommendations in the above letter, which were based on actions of the 
} Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal Government a year 
ago, were unanimously reaffirmed by that Committee at its meeting on December 16. 
iin The committee made it clear that the $300 million recommended for college housing 
’ loans in fiscal 1960 includes an authorization of $50 million for student unions 
and related facilities. 
Fraternities Now Eligible During the discussion of the College Housing 
a | For Federal Housing Loans Loan Program at the December meeting of the 
4 . Committee on Relationships of Higher Education 
aa to the Federal Government, it was brought out that the Housing and Home Finance 


Agency had quietly reversed its policy concerning fraternities and cooperative 

| housing units. For several years such facilities have been ineligible for col- 
lege housing loans. The new directive, which was distributed to regional offices 
last July, makes such facilities eligible if they are owned and operated by the 


college or university. The following policy statement is reproduced from Regional 
s- | Circular No. 418: 


Effective at once the policy concerning eligibility of certain types of 
i} group housing is revised. Quoted below is a portion of a memorandum on the sub- 
| ject concurred in by the Administrator. 

"Whenever a college or university presents an overall plan for student hous- 
ing which includes a group of smaller facilities to be operated within its 
j authority and direct responsibility, such units of housing may be grouped into 
a loan request and will be considered by the Community Facilities Administration 
} on the same basis as the larger units within the college's total housing program. 
"The above policy would cover smaller facilities for the use of cooperatives, 
} fraternities, sororities and other social living groups as long as they would con- 
} tinue to be property and responsibility of the college or university during the 
life of the loan." 
Five years of experience within the Agency and rapid developments in a satis- 
| factory and economical type of group housing among the colleges and universities 

has prompted a relaxation of a former well considered policy. The ability of 

} cooperative groups to maintain well regulated housing within the larger concept 

in of the institution's overall housing program requires recognition. The Administra- 
tion's firm opposition to amending the College Housing Program to permit eligibility 

es of cooperatives for direct loans demands that provision be made which will permit 
assistance in the incorporation of the institution's housing program of those 
selected projects which will provide additional satisfactory and economical shelter. 


| 


Under the policy as set forth above determination will first be made that it § 
is the firm policy of the applicant institution to include within its overall long § 
range housing program not only dormitories and eating facilities for the unorganize 
student body but also cooperative or other type small group housing projects. 
Loans will be made to the institution for the avowed and distinct purpose of 
permitting that institution to pass on to the organized housing groups the advantag 
of Federal assistance. All rights and title to any facility developed under this 
policy will remain in the institution itself until complete satisfaction of the 
Federal loan. Pre-application conferences must develop all facets of the intent 
of the institution, the intent of the smaller housing group and the policy under 
which such loans are to be approved. 


Dates For Submission The Advisory Committee on New Educational Media 
of Research Plans Set (See this Bulletin, Vol. VIII, No. 1) will meet 
early in March 1959 and again early in May 199 

to consider proposals for research and experimentation, according to an announce- 
ment from the U. S. Office of Education. Official notice has been given that in 
order to permit time for analysis and other processing, proposals should be post- 
marked or otherwise submitted on or before February 1, 1959, in order to insure 
that they will be placed before the Committee at its March 1959 meeting or on or 
before April 1, 1959, in order to insure that they will be placed before the 
Committee at its May 1959 meeting. 

Proposals must be submitted to the Program Consultant, New Educational Media 
Branch, Division of Statistics and Research, Office of Education, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington 25, D. C. 


"Instructions for Preparation of Research Proposals" may be obtained from 
the above address. 


Allotments Made For U. S. Commissioner of Education Lawrence G. Derthick 
Vocational Education has announced approval of plans and allotment of 
Federal funds for vocational education programs in 
14 states to provide training in skills important to national defense. Plans 
from 19 other states for vocational education programs under the National Defense 
Education Act are being reviewed in the Office of Education, Dr. Derthick said. 

The new vocational education programs are designed to provide more and better 
trained technicians in electronics, atomic energy, instrumentation, tool design, 
aviation and industrial chemistry. Courses in these and other technical subjects 
will be established for both young people and adults. 

Congress authorized an appropriation of $15 million in matching funds for 
the current fiscal year for the vocational education programs, and appropriated 
$3-3/4 million to get them started. 

The 14 States whose plans have been approved thus far and the amounts 
allotted from the initial appropriation are: Alabama, $104,707; California, 
$170,450; Colorado, $31,084; Connecticut, $32,821; Florida, $55,687; Idaho, 
$21,879; Illinois, $156,854; Kansas, $55,375; Kentucky, $106,588; Mississippi, 
har Nebraska, $43,442; Oklahoma, $66,821; Wisconsin, $93,103; and Wyoming, 

17,227. 
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